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E.O. 11652: OCON, UNESCO 

SUBJECT: UNESCO CONFERENCE OF MINISTERS OF EDUCATION OF AFRICAN 
MEMBER STATES 

REF: STATE 18029 AND STATE 15320 

1 . CONFERENCE OPENED JANUARY 27 AS SCHEDULED.THE DAY WAS 
UNEVENTFUL. NIGERIAN CHIEF OF STAFF, SUPREME HEADQUARTERS, 

OBASANJO, OPENED CONFERENCE ON BEHALF OF HEAD OF STATE 
MUHAMMED. HIS SPEECH WAS VERY BRIEF. UNESCO DIRECTOR GENERAL 
M'BOW WAS ALSO ADDRESSED SESSION. HE REVIEWED EDUCATIONAL DEVELOP- 
MENTS SINCE LAST CONFERENCE IN NAIROBI, NOTING THAT THERE HAS BEEN AN 
ABSOLUTE INCREASE IN THE NUMBER OF ILLITERATES IN AFRICA. HE 
CALLED FOR REFORM OF AFRICAN EDUCATIONAL!. SYSTEMS TO MAKE THEM 
MORE RELEVANT TO THE SOCIETIES IN WHICH THEY ARE FOUND AND 
URGED AFRICANS TO REJECT THEIR COLONIAL HERITAGE BY RESHAPING 
EDUCATIONAL CURRICULA TO EMPHASIZE AFRICAN TRADITION IN LANGUAGE 
AND MAKE STUDENTS GENUINE AFRICANS. 

2.0AU DEPUTY SECRETARY GENERAL, NOUREDDINE DJOUDI, ADDRESSED 
SESSION AND CALLED FOR DECOLONIALIZATION OF THE MINDS OF AFRICAN 
YOUTH AND STRESSED CONNECTION OF EDUCATION AND NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT. 
HE MADE VERY BRIEF REFERENCE TO EVILS OF ZIONISM AND RACISM 
WHICH HAS ALIENATED AFRICANS FROM THEIR CULTURE. ECA EXECUTIVE 
SECRETARY, A. ADEDEJI, READ A WELL THOUGHT OUT AND DETAILED PAPER 
RELATING EDUCATION TO NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT. 
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3. ALSO ADDRESSING THE OPENING SESSION WAS DR. MOHEI EL DINE SIBER, 
DIRECTOR GENERAL OF THE ARAB EDUCATION, CULTURE, AND SCIENTIFIC 
ASSOCIATION WHO STRESSED THE B ROTHRHOOD OF AFRICANS AND ARABS 
AND CHARGED COLONIALISM HAD DIVIDED THE AFRICANS POLITICALLY, 
ECONOMICALLY ANDCULTURALLY. HE URGED ALL AFRICANS TO WORK 
TOGETHER FOR CONTINENTAL UNITY AND TO END THE DIVISIONS BETWEEN 
ARABS AND THEIR BLACK BROTHERS. 

4. SECOND DAY MADE UP OF SPEECHES. MANY DELEGATES REFERRING 
TO PROGRESS OR LACK THEREOF IN EDUCATIONAL FIELD SINCE 1968 
NAIROBI MEETING. NOTHING OUT OF ORDINARY CONTAINED IN SPEECHES. 
CAMEROON DELEGATE DID. HOWEVER, EXPRESS THANKS TO INTER- 
NATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS WHICH HAD HELPED CAMEROON EDUCATION AND 
SPECIFICALLY MENTIONED USAID. 

5. NIGERIAN COMMISSIONER FOR EDUCATION, LT. COL. A. A. ALI. 

WAS ELECTED PRESIDENT OF THE CONFERENCE. IN HIS BRIEF ACCEPTANCE 
SPEECH HE WAS HIGHLY CRITICAL OF IBRD LOANS IN NIGERIA, 

COMPLAINING THAT TERMS WERE TOO RESTRICTIVE CAUSING LONG 
DELAYS TO COMPLETE PROJECTS. 

6. THE THEME WHICH DOMINATED THE FIRST TWO DAYS OF THE CONFERENCE 
WAS THE DEMAND FOR RESHAPING AFRICA'S EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM 

TO MAKE IT MORE RELEEVANT TO AFRICAN SOCIETY AND THE DEVELOPMENT 
NEEDS. 
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